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SINCE the Memorandum of the 12th November, 
1890, respecting the southern boundaries of 
Abyssinia, was written, a book has been published 
in Paris by M. Jules Borelli on his travels in the 
countries south of Abyssinia. 

This work, which has only just been issued, and 
which consists of over 500 pages, is written in the 
form of a journal, and gives a detailed account of 
his travels, which extended over a period from 
September 188.3 to November 1888. 

The most southerly point which he attained was 
Mount Bobbe in Koullo (or Cullo), from whence he 
was obliged to retire in consequence of the hostility 
of the natives. 

It would seem from this journal that although 
King Menelek claims sovereignty over the various 
Galla States to the south of Shoa, his tenure of 
some of them is somewhat precarious, and that the 
withdrawal of his troops is not unfrequently fol¬ 
lowed by insurrection. It also appears 1 hat up to 
quite a recent date KafFa has refused to pay 
tribute to Menelek. 

The following passages show the nature of the 
relations which existed between Shoa and the 
Galla States at the time of M. Borelli’s travels. 

In July 1886 he alludes to the great extension 
of Menelek’s territory, and observes that the 
successful nature of his expedition was owing to 
the fire-arms which he obtained from the coast. 

In August of the same year he mentions revolts 
among the Soddo-Gallas who were governed by 
the Dedjazmatch (Governor) 01di£. 

In the same month, having asked King Menelek 
whether he might travel in the Oromo (or Galla) 
country, the King replied that he might travel 
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everywhere except in a portion of the south, 
because complaints had been made to Johannes of 
the presence of Europeans, who went there with 
his (Menelek’s) permission, but he promised to 
grant M. Borelli facilities for visiting the country 
of the Arussi. 

In the following September he mentions a battle 
having taken place between the Amharas and the 
Kabienas; and in alluding to a rumour that the 
Ras Dargd had great trouble in maintaining himself 
in the country of Circa amongst the Arussi, he 
observes:— 

‘ Qu adviendrait-il si le Negouss ne recevait de 
la c6te ni fusils ni cartouches.” 

With regard to the administrative organization 

of Shoa, M. Borelli observed on the 17th October. 
1886 

“ Parordre formel du Negouss Negeust d’Abys- 
sinie, Mendlik ne peut nommer que deux Ras.* 
Actuellement sont investis de ces charges Darghd 
et Govanna. Darghd doit son titre, non seule- 
ment a son origine Royale, mais encore a son 
intelligence, qui fait 1’dtonnement de ceux qui 
l’approchent. 11 gouverne les pays des Aroussi. 
Govanna s’est elevd par son seul m^rite. ... II 
s’est habilement attache la plus grande partie des 
peuples qu’il a vaincus. C’est a lui que Me'ndik 
doit l’extension de ses Etats. On peut citer, 
comme de vSritables conquetes de Govanna, la 
region qui environne Antoto et qui est occupde par 
les tribus Gombitchou, Galen, Metcha, Metta, 
Betcho, &c., une partie du pays Couragh<5, dans 
le sud,—le vaste territoire des Nonno, au dela de 
i’Aouache, les Royaumes de Limmou, de GhiSva, 
de Gomma, et une partie de celui de Gouma, sur 
la rive droite du Ghibie,—le Royaumc de Djimma 
qui paye tribut,—enfin le Kaffa ; mais on raconte 
que ce pays est actuellement r^volte. Le Roi, 
effray6 de la puissance du Ras et pour satisfaire la 
jalousie de ses Dedjazmatch, lui a retird le 
gouvernement de toute ces contre'es. R lui a 
donne, en echange, des terres considerees comme 
propr«t& personnelles. Govanna revient du Wel- 
lagha, qu’il a soumis; il s’est avance' jusqu’a 
Fadassi, dans le sud du Fazokl, qui confine h 
Pancien territoire Egyptien. U, il a rencontrd 
des bandes Mahdistes; il leur a persuade de ne 
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point envahir les regions sur lesquelles rdgnc 
effectivement le Negouss, ou qu’il occupe avec 
des troupes. Le Wellagha est actuellement un 
fief du Ras Govanna. 

" Au-dessous des Ras sont les Dedjazmatch, 
gdndralement prdposds au gouvernement des 
provinces ou des pays soumis. Voici les noms 
des principaux Dedjazmatch, et Vindication de 
leurs Gouvernements:— 

“ Au nord, le Dedjazmatch Mangacha commando 
k toute la contrec qui confine au territoire Adal; 

“ La region qui forme liRi&re entre les pays 
Amhara, au nord d’lfat et les Danakil, est placec 
sous l’autorite de l’Azage Waldd-Tzadek ; 

“ Le Dedjazmatch Boilo administre la Province 
de Mans; 

“ Dans Pest, le Dedjazmatch Aily-Mariam, 
cousin du Roi, gouverne les Nonno; 

“ Le Dedjazmateh Walde-Gorghis est prepose 
k la garde du Royaume de Limmou ; 

“ Le Dedjazmatch Tessama-Nado guerroie dans 
le Royaume de Gouma; 

“ Au sud, le Dedjazmatch Bacha Aboye se 
maintient dans le Royaume de Ghdra; 

“ Sur le mSme paralldle, mais sur la rive opposde 
de l’Omo, le Dedjazmatch Oldid commande au 
pays Oouraghd, dont Pextremite orientale est 
restde au Ras Govanna; 

“Le pays des Arroussi, sterile conqudte et 
extreme possession du Roi Mdndlik, est occupy 
par les troupes du Ras Darghe; 

“Le Dedjazmatch Walde-Gabriel exerce son 
autoritd sur le pays des Itou et des ltou-Tchertcher, 
partiellement soumis; 

« Le Dedjazmatch Guermani gouverne toute la 
region limitrophe des Arroussi, dont son com- 
mandement n’est sdpare que par l’Aouache. 

“Outre les Ras et les Dedjazmatch, d’autres 
personnages ddtiennent des vastes territoires sous 
la ddpendance immediate du Roi. Tels sont: le 
Fit Worari Takld Mariam, cousin de Mdndlik, 
Gouverneur du pays des Metcha; le Prince 
Balambaras Mdkonen, Gouverneur des pays 
occupes au sud et k l’ouest d’Antoto par les 
Metta, les Betcho, et de quelques autres sub¬ 
divisions territoriales moins importantes.” 

« fithiojiie M5ri- In the same month M. Borelli states:— 
diona’e,' p. 155. 

; “ On vient de battre le “ nagarit ” pour annoncer 
que le Roi donne au Dedjazmatch Bacha Aboyd ‘ 
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1® * ,a ^ rs Kaffa. Ce haut fonctionnaire, qui 
eprouve de serieuses difficulty h se maintenir 4 
Ghdra, ne reussira certainement pas 4 faire de 
nouvelles conquctes ; or, il devrait commencer par 
la pour beneficier du cadeau Royal. II est alle 
ddj4 a k fronttere, sur les bords de la Godjeb, 

et a somme^S soiT'touTde raontrer les lettres, G ^ ^ *,^4 l r A 

de creance, de justifier de ses litres ou quality, r-r- _ f 

et enfin de declarer s’il avait un Kalatier* du[_^ 2 ^ ' W ^ « ‘G' 

Eas Govanna. Bacha Aboyd a rdpondu: ‘Mon 
Kalatier, c’est mon cheval.’ II passe pour excel¬ 
lent cavalier. Les choses en 4taient 14 quand 
la riviere a grossi, et les pourparlers ont ete inter- 
rompus avec les communications. En apprenant 
cette situation, Menelik est entre dans une violente 
colere et s’est <5cri<5: ‘ Depuis quand a-t-on besoin 

d’une permission du Ras Govanna pour toucher le 
tribut V 

“ Voili dans quelles circonstances Bacb’a Aboye 
re^oit le gouvernement de Kaffa.” 

Iii the same month M. Borelli mentions that “4 iopieMf v 

a Djiffar, the King of Djimma, had brought dion »le^p. 158 . 
his tribute to the Negus. 

In the following November be states that the , bid _ lfi9 
state of affairs was very disturbed, and that the ’ ' 

agitation which forbodes war existed everywhere. 

In January 1887 he reports the capture of , 8S7 
Harrar by King Menelek, and states shortly after- Ibid ., ' 202 

wards that it was reported that the Arroussi had 210 - 2 ^, 238 . ’ 

revolted. 

In October the Negus instructed the Governors ibidp" 260 ' 
of Lirnmou, Ghera, and Gouma to receive P 
. Borelli, whom he told he might go to all the 
countries which he ruled over, except to Kaffa, 
where the tribute had been refused him 

tbe K,ns ° f Dji “™ «. — • 

that tbe Galla countries round Lirnmou were in a 
state of revolt, and that war was imminent in the 
north, while Menelek was denuding the Galla 

country of troops in order to conduct his army 
into Tigre. J 

In January 1888 M. Borelli remarks that 1888. 

Menelek had left the Galla country deprived of its Ibid., P . 298 . 
garrisons, and that if this state of things con¬ 
tinued a revolt of the Gallas appeared inevitable. 

* un h0mme Char *' de P“ rl ' r ““ nom du Hoi 

pour m obtenir en route tout ce dont j'aurai besoin ” (p. 96 ). 

A 




" Ethiopie M6ri- 
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Ibid., p. 322. 
Ibid., p. 340. 


Ibid., p. 355. 

Ibid., p. 367. 
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In the same month the King of Kaffa refused 
to allow Dr. Traversi to enter his country, and 
returned him his presents. 

About this time disturbances appear to have 
broken out in Lirnmou. 

In speaking of the Kingdom of Djimma, 
M. Borelli observes :— 

“L’avenir de Djimma apparait plus sombre et 
plus triste encore que le present; peu d’annees 
s’6couleront, sans doute, avant que Pambitieux 
Menelik n’acheve par les armes l’annexion defini¬ 
tive du pays.” 


In March 1888 M. Borelli states that com¬ 
munications were then interrupted in the north in 
consequence of the Galla insurrection in Nonno, 
PAgalo, and PArraya, and that there was a reported 
rising in the Couragh£ country. 

On the 17th May he alludes to a league having 
been formed between Kaffa, Contab, Koullo, and 
Wallamo, against the Amharas, and on the 28th 
of the same month he says :— 

“Abba Djiffar (King of Djimma) refuse de 
m’aider et declare qu’il ne me permettra plus de 
franchir les fronti£res de Djimma. ... la crainte 
de s’attirer la colfcre de Mendlik Pa seule empdeh^ de 
tenir ses promesses. II vient d’apprendre, en effet, 
que le Roi du Schoa est sur le point de rentrer a 
Antoto, en passant par le Godjam, et que les 
Dedjazmatch, Gouverneur de Lirnmou, de Gouma, 
et de Ghera, reprendront sous peu possession de 
leurs postes. Le moment est critique; tous ces 
pays sont en pleine revolte, & la suite des evdnd- 
ments du Soudan. De nouveaux dmissa.res Mali- 
distes sont venus jusqu’ici,* et les partisans du 
nouveau Prophdte parcourent Gouma, le AVallagha, 
et le sud du Fazokl. 

“ Je ne puis trouver une issue vers le sud; ces 
agitations et ces guerres me fermeront-elles la 
route du nord ?” 


In August he reports :— 

“ Les Couraghd se sont rdvoltds. Avec l’aide 
des Hadia, ils ont repousse le Dedjazmatch Oldid, 
qui, apres avoir perdu beaucoup de monde, a du 
s’enfermer dans sa Katama. Le Roi est parti, 
ordonnant & Govanna de le suivre, pour d^gager 
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le Dedjazmatch ; arrive a PAouache, il a charge le 
Ras de continuer seul Pexpedition.” 


dionale/’ p. 431. 


In an Annex (B), M. Borelli gives a detailed “ 6tbiopie M£ri 
account of the divisions, subdivisions, languages, 
and races of the regions of Amhara, Oromo (or 
Galla), and Sidama. With regard to Shoa and 
God jam he states:— Ibid. 


" Au sud et k Pest, le Godjam est limits par 
PAbba'i ou Nil Bleu. 

“ Le Schoa proprement dit comprend: au nord, 
le8 provinces du Mans et de Koat; au nord-est, 
celle du T^goulet; dans Pest d’Ankobar, celle de 
PIfat; au sud, le Mindjar, See. 

“ A Pouest et au sud, le Schoa est entoui-e de 
regions habitues par les Oromo (Gallas).” 

It will be seen on p. 432 that in speaking of the jbid., p. 432 . 
Galla tribes, he observes that when Menelek is 
forced by circumstances to withdraw his troops, 
the population rises in insurrection. On p. 433, p 433 
M. Borelli states;— 

“ Sur Pautre rive du Ghibie (Omo), les Botor, 
les Tchora, les Agato peuplent Pinterieur de la 
courbe du fleuve. Ces tribus, nagu^re soumises k 

Menelik, sont auiourd’hui en pleine revolte.” 

* * * * 

“ Viennent ensuite, dans Pouest, les Royaumes 
- de Gomtna et de Gouma. Le Roi de Gouma est 
prisonnier dcs Amhara. La lutte contre les 

envabisseurs continue dans le pays.” 

* * * * 

“ Au sud du Royaume de Gouma est celui de 

Ghera, en insurrection contre Menelik.” 

* * • * 

“Djimma tributaire actuellement du Roi 
Menelik, il subira sans doute, dans peu de temps, 
une occupation definitive.” 

“ Kaffa .—Les indigenes, apr£s avoir pay6 le ibid,, p. 434 . 
tribut au Roi Menelik, se sont ravis^s et Pont 
recemment refuse. Ils ont m&me battu deux 
Generaux envoyes pour les soumettre.” 

“ Le CouraghJ ... La population Couraghe* j^d., p . 437 . 
est s’origine Amhara; elle est partiellement 
soumise au Roi Menelik.” 

FREDK. H. T. STREATFEILD. 

Foreign Office, 

December 10, 1890. 


• Qy Guragh€. 
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What are the Southern Boundaries 
of Abyssinia ? 


Memorandum respecting the Southern 
Boundaries of Abyssinia . 


[With two Mats.] 


“ Gaietteer of the World," 1878. 
“Imperial Gazetteer,” 1886. 

“ Africa" (Keith Johnston), 1880. 
“ Encyclopaedia Britannica,” 1875. 


8tate Papers, vol. xlix, p. 808. 


8vo., 4247. 


Map of the Nile, shoeing the 
boundary between Italy and the 
East Africa Company (Stanford). 


Harris' ** Highlands of Ethiopia," 
8vo., 4387, vol. iii, p. 53. 


NEITHER the southern boundary of Abys¬ 
sinia, nor that of the Kingdom of Shoa, which 
lies to the south-east of Abyssinia, are accurately 
defined in the Gazetteers and other English geo¬ 
graphical works, which merely state that Abyssinia 
is bounded on the south by the country of the 
Gallas; while the southern and western boun¬ 
daries of Shoa are mentioned as u merely 
nominal, being from time to time pushed farther 
and farther into the adjoining countries.” 

It should be here observed that when the 
term “ Galla tribes” only is mentioned, it is 
difficult to define their locality, as tribes bearing 
that name exist to the north and north-west of 
Shoa, as well as to the south-west, south, and 
south-east. 

Consul Plowden stated in 1854 that: “On the 
west and to the south-west vast forests fre¬ 
quented by wild beasts, or hot plains inhabited 
by negro races, exclude Abyssinia from the 
navigable part of the Blue Nile. To the south of 
that river an impetuous torrent forms its boun¬ 
dary, almost its safety, from the Gallas.” 

In the Map illustrating Dr. Beke’s letters on 
Abyssinia in 1861, the River Abai, or Upper 
Blue Nile, forms the south-western boundary 
of Abyssinia, while the Kingdom of Shoa 
extends southwards to about 9° north latitude. 

The tribes which have been marked by 
Messrs. Stanford on the accompanying Map as 
being tributary to Shoa* were apparently inde¬ 
pendent at the time of Captain Harris’ mission 

• Mr. Bolton, Mr. Stanford’s Geographer, has been asked on 
what authority these tribe* were marked os tributary to Shoa, 
but he is unable to produce it. 
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t L. ^ t veI y recent times the Abai formed p 

the south-western, and the Kingdom of Shn, r " a ' ,n ' 1867 ‘ 
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the German missionaries who t,* ,T7 ’ 
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tiie Galla tribes as far south as , Salary 
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.^^r^t^o by :; K, 7" 
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“The changes of frontiers caused by the ricis- 
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X Those that are not Italian appear tn h 
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situdes of wars and conquests have for a long 
time prevented a precise political individuality 
being given to the name of Abyssinia. In a 
general way, however, the following boundaries 

may be at present given to that country. 

“ To the west the plains of Sennaar and of Fa- 
zocle, which separate Abyssinia from the Nile. . . 

“ To the south its extent is undefined, as it 
depends on the fortune of the arms of Abyssinia 
in their annual wars against the restless Galla 
populations. 

“The boundaries being uncertain, it is impos- 
sible to estimate its area with precision \ however, 
it is approximately given as being actually (in¬ 
cluding the bordering territories of Galla) an 
extent of about 504,000 square centim., larger 
than that of Italy and her isles by 217 square 
centim., having also a population of about 
7,600,000 inhabitants. 

Abyssinia is now politically divided into two 
Kingdoms, and into two vast Principalities 
“ The Kingdoms are that of Shoa and that of 
Goggiam.* 

“ The Principalities are that of Tigr£ and that 
of Amharia. 

“ The King of Shoa is Menelek II.' The King 
of Goggiam is Tekla-Haimanot I. 

“The Principality of Tigr& is governed by 
Pas Alula. 

“ In Amharia (a much vaster Principality) the 
Emperor Johannes III resides, and rules over it 
by means of some Has, directly dependent on 
him. 

* Of course Menelek, Tekla-Haimanot, and 
more especially Bas Alula, are subject to the 
Emperor, who is the King of Kings of Ethiopia 
(Negus-Neghest). 

“ TIle Kingdoms and Principalities in their turn 
are divided into provinces. 

“ Each province is administered by a Governor 
(Pas and Eegiae-Mac), and is divided into dis- 
tiricts, which are subdivided into smaller fractions 
governed by Scium (kind of Mayors)” 


“ citron (t p 2T „ P I 0feSS0r Fasol ° states in a published in 


Colonies on the Red Sea,” by qq* n . 
Professor F. Fasolo. Caserta, : 


1887. 

P. 7 


“This region” (Abyssinia) “is comprised 
between the 8° 32' and the 16° of north latitude 


and 35° and 40° 30' of east longitude (meridian 
of Paris). 


* Godjam. 
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M Its boundaries are ill-defined, especially to 
the east aud west. On the north it has Nubia ; 
on the west the as yet little-known countries of 
Gedaref and Galabat; on the south-west and the 
south the countries, at present practically unex¬ 
plored, of the Gallas; on the east, Harrar, Adel, 
and the mountain districts approaching the Red 
Sea near Massowab. 

“In the extreme south-west, surrounded by p. 11 . 
the Abai, or Blue Nile, lies Goggiam; in the 
extreme south-east, surrounded by the Hawash, 
lies Shoa. To the south of these two regions are 
the countries of Liben, Guraghe, Guma, Limmu, 
Gimma, Gliera, and Sidama, among the Gallas. 

“He” (King Menelek) “was for ten years P. 200 , 
prisoner of King Theodore, when he managed to 
escape, and reconquered Shoa. In Ills kingdom 
he established freedom of worship, abolished 
slavery (nominally), and discomfited the Maliom- 
medan tribes of the Gallas.” 

In the Map attached to this work Abyssinia 
and God jam are bounded on the south by the 
River Abai, and Shoa by the River Hawash, 
about 8° 30' north latitude, while the Galla tribes 
to the south are not marked as being tributary to 
any State. 


The Italian Geographical Society published a u Bolletino della Societa Geografica 
Map in 18S6 to illustrate the routes taken by the id! l xT(i886) f p.Tu 2 
Italian travellers Cecclii and Chiarini, on which 

Map territories are not only marked as tributary Tracing of Map annexed, 
to Shoa as far south 6° 45' north latitude, but are 
also parcelled out into different provinces. 

This Map accompanies an article in which it 
is stated that, in consequence of the capture of 
Captain Cecclii by one of the smaller Galla 
States, King Menelek attacked and overthrew 
the Galla States in the south of Abyssinia *, and 
that, in order to make his conquests lasting, he 
had united them to his kingdom, and appointed 
Governors over them. 

With regard to the Map, the Italian Geogra¬ 
phical Society observes: “ Captain Cecclii writes 
to us to point out the exact boundary between 
the territories which are tributary to Menelek and 
those which are dependent on King Tecla- 
Haiinanot (formerly Ras Adul), of Goggiam.* 

4 ‘ 1 I know * (says the worthy traveller) * that 
Soddo-Galla, Cabtena, Guraglid, Tadallid, Botbr, 


Godjam. 


L 


7 





6 

Cibra, Limmu, Gimma, Gomma, Ghera, and Caffa, 
that is to say, all the tribes which belong to the 
basin of the Ghibid, are tributaries of Menelek. 

“ ‘ On the other hand, a good number of the 
inhabitants of the basin of the Diddesa, and one 
side of that of the Abai, that is to say, Gudrh, 
Horrb-Galla, Liben-Galla, Gimma-Rare, Laga- 
marh, Gimma-Hine, and some tribes of the 
Sciancallh, dwelling on the banks of the River 
Baro, pay tribute to King Tecla-Haimanot.’ ” 

This description is followed by a copy of a 
letter addressed by King Menelek to the Geogra¬ 
phical Society of Rome in 1877, which bears the 
following heading:— 

“ Prom Menelek II, King of Shoa, Caffa, and all 
the confines of the country of the Gallas , in the hope 
that it may reach the Head of the Geographical 
Society.” 

The letter informs the Society that the Galla 
country is divided up amongst the Governors of 
his kingdom, and that every facility will be 
afforded to Italian travellers in those territories. 


** Bolletino della Societal Geografica 
Italiana,” 1889, p. 705. 


Petermann, 1867. 


Ibid., 1886. 


Proceedings of the Royal Geogra¬ 
phical Society, 1884, p. 258. 


In 1885, King Menelek, in according permis¬ 
sion to Dr. Traversi to wander over all his 
territories, said that his country was so vast that 
he could go where no other European had ever 
been, as it was no longer as in the days of Cecchi, 
for the Galla were conquered, &c. 

In the Map attached to Petermann’s Geo¬ 
graphy for 1867, the Abai forms the south¬ 
western boundary of Abyssinia, and the Kingdom 
of Shoa extends a little to the south of Lake 
Zooay, or to about 8° 30' north latitude; but on a 
Map published in 1886, a rough tracing of which 
is annexed, territories are marked as tributary to 
Shoa as far south as Kaffa, or about 6° 45' north 
latitude. 

This Map was issued to illustrate the route 
taken by the Italian travellers Cecchi and 
Chiarini, and the article which accompanies it 
gives similar information to that contained in 
the article in the “ Bolletino della Society Geo¬ 
grafica Italiana,” alluded to above, which it 
quotes as its authority. 

In March 1884 a paper was read by Mr. 
Ravenstein, at a meeting of the Royal Geogra¬ 
phical Society, on “ Somal and the Galla Land,” 
which embodied information which had been 
collected by the Rev. Thomas Wakefield, who 
had lately travelled in those territories. In this 
T619] 0 
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paper Mr. Ravenstein said: “Since this enter¬ 
ing and arduous expedition (Gecchi-Chiarini) 
Kmg John and his Viceroy Menelek of Shoa 

Kaffa ,t d l heir SWay t0 the 80uth « far as 
the faTr ^ Euro P ean to a ^il himself of 

M sZwT ^ tmVel thUS aff ° rded has b «<* 

Soleillet » who visited Kaffa in 1882.” 


„ J he f ° IIowin S extracts are taken from the 
Nourelle Gdographie Universelle ” (Reclus) 
and the “Atlas nx , . ^ 

(Hachette):- G ^ a Ptne Modeme” 

l'Abvm* DiViS r Ad ™t'-atives et Polities de 
1 Abyssmie changent 4 l'infini, suivant le pou 

voir des feudataires et le caprice des Souverains.” 

* • 


t 


“ Nouvelle Geographic Univer- 
selle ” (E. Reclus), 1885, 8vo., 
5688, vol. x, p. 287. 


Actuellement 1'Empire d’Ethiopie, sans le 
royaume vassal du Choa, les Etal tributaires 

au nord e?i l 7™'°™ r4cemment annexes 
au nord et les districts du Galla, comprend les 

vantp UCe ^ ° U PlUt6t leS r<5 ° ions naturelles sui- 

fluvSux 0 ^ 68 en ZOneS de Climat et par bassiM 

iattach6 de nouveau h l’Empire d*Abyssinie et 
U1 paye un tnbut ^gulier. C’est la pierre’ au 

-- zz 

~ 1 f thl0pie dU n0rd>et cha q«e amide 
des Amb a ss ad es portent k Debra-Tabor ou a 

Makaid de 1,voire ou des denrdes prdcieuses. 

dir, 7 C ° U ' 71 fr ° ntiires Mtantes, pour ainsi 
Z , ea/ “ toule I’Ethiopie meridional, 
jusquau dela du Kaffa ;” l e Choa a tripld en 

dtendue, et le Royaume de Godjam s’est accm dans 

pe n d.nt ,ept „„ 
hu,t mo,, d. l'Abai „Sp„e de r A b r Lie 

les pays des Ilm-Orma.” 


•’L’Ethiopie comprend I’Abyssinie, le Choa, ainsi « Atlas de c, k- « 
quele Kaffa et autres pays tributaires du Choa.” " 

On the Map the territories of Shoa are given 
as extending as far south as 6° north latitude. 

Mr. A. B. Wylde makes the following state- « RKaK 

& a,,c 8vo., 6695, 1888. 



* Tributary to the Blue Nile. 
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ment in his work on the Soudan, and although 
he quotes no authority, it appears to coincide 
with the accounts given by the Italian Geo¬ 
graphical Society and by Petermann :— 

“King John is now King of Kings of all 
Abyssinia, and the territory over which he rules 
is well defined in the north, east, and west. 

“ The southern parts of his dominions are vague, 
but it is supposed that through King Menelek of 
Shoa, and King Tchlaihaimanout of the south¬ 
western Gallas, his power extends nominally 
through nearly the whole of the Galla country. 

“ There is no doubt that the conquests of King 
Tchlaihaimanout increase every season, and that 
he is working his way more and more every year 
to the south-west. 

“ King Menelek reigns over the Shoa district, 
with his capital at Ankober. 

“ King Tell laihaimanout’s district extends 
from the south of Lake Tsana into the Galla 
country, following the Blue Nile River till it 
strikes the low country to the west, and then 
south to the Limou, Gimon, and Bagafar Gallas. 

He is also Vice-King of Godjam Province. 

“ King Tchlaihaimanout was known before as 
Ras Adul, and is descended in the female line 
from the old Kings of Abyssinia.** 

Since the above work was written, Menelek of 
Shoa has defeated King John, and is now King v 
of Abyssinia. 

The Marquis of Dufferin, No. 182, In the Map of Africa drawn up by the Intelli- 

October 30, 1890. ^ J w nax 

gence Department of the Italian War Office, 

showing the possessions, Protectorates, and zones 

of influence of the different Powers on the 

African Continent, Abyssinia and Shoa are 

coloured as belonging to Italy as far south as 

the 5th parallel of north latitude until Shoa 

reaches the Juba. 

It will be observed that the information tending 
to show that Shoa has extended its sway as far 
south as inclusive of Kaffa, has been taken prin¬ 
cipally from Italian sources, and more especially 
from the travels of Cecchi and Chiarini, the 
former of whom only appears to have travelled 
as far as the northern borders of Kaffa, or to about 
7° 15' north latitude, and though Mr. Ravenstein 
Royal Geographical Society, 1884, mentions that M. Soleillet visited Kaffa in 1882, 

P* 258, we possess no record of his proceedings. 

It may be mentioned in conclusion that very 
[610] D 





daries of AT - reSpe g the 80uthem boun ’ 
beon t / 8Slma M C ° ntained ' 80 ** as I have 
en able to ascertain, in the Foreign Office 

arclnves, although there is a considerable amount 
of correspondence respecting the boundaries 
between Egypt and Abyssinia in the north, & c 
as well as with regard to the proceedings of the 

Italians m the east. 

fredk. h. t. streatfeild. 

Foreign Office , 

November 12, 1890. 
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THE following are the authorities on which it 
would appear from Count Tomielli’s Memorandum 
that the Italian Government rely in support of 
their contention that Kaffa is included within the 
limits of the Kingdom of Ethiopia:— 

The travellers: 

Antonelli: Green Book, pp. 292, 296, and 
pp. 124 and 226. 

Borelli: pp. 150, 155. 

Soleillet. 

The Geographer: 

Elis6e Reclus: pp. 337, 194, and 195. 

The Maps of— 

Perthes; 

Stanford; 

And the Intelligence Department. 

And the “ Statesman’s Year Book.” 

It may be well to deal with them seriatim. 

Count Antonelli, writing in November 1887, 
certainly speaks of Ghera and Kaffa as being 
under the Degiac Basha, but he gives no authority 
for the statement; this criticism applies also to 
his further remarks on the subject on pp. 124 and 
226. 

Borelli gives a sketch of the system of govern¬ 
ment, in the course of which he speaks of various 
“vdritables conqu&tes” of Govana, among which 
he mentions Kaffa, but he adds, “ mais on raconte 
que ce pays est actuellement re volt A” 

His statements on p. 155 to which Count 
Tornielli alludes are, as will he seen by a reference 
to pp. 3, 4, and 6 of Mr. Streatfeild’s Memorandum, 
where they are quoted in full, at least as much in 
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favour of Kaffa being independent as of being 
under the Negusa Negust’s authority. 

M. Soleillet’s assertions are correctly quoted by 
Count Tornielli, but his inference that civility to 
him implied submission to Menelek as Suzerain 
has no weight as evidence. 

On the other hand, a few pages further on, at 
p. 248, he speaks of a personage styled the Tatimo, 
calling him the Kaffa Sovereign; and gives an 
account of the way in which he was treated by his 
subjects. He would seem to be a sort of Dalai 
Lama, or like the Mikado of old days, and to be 
an absolutely independent Chief. 

Further on again (p. 253), he relates how he 
was told by an officer called the Katama-racho, 
that without the authority of the Tatimo he could 
not have permission to visit the country beyond, 
and as a matter of fact he would seem to have had 
to defer starting again till it had been obtained. 

This is altogether at variance with his original 
inference as to the submission to Menelek. 

The geographer Kecks gives no authority for 
the tabular list which he furnishes of the States 
and provinces of Southern Ethiopia, in which Kaffa 
is included among the tributary Gallas; nor for 
his assertion (pp. 332, 333) as to Kaffa being “ la 
plus considerable des contrees & population Galla 
qui reconnaissenfc par un tribut la suzerainete de 
rfithiopie.” 

With regard to his opinion quoted by Count 
Tornielli as to the limits of Ethiopia, it is to be 
remembered that he is only speaking as a geo¬ 
grapher ; even so, he says, “ on peut dire d’une 
mantere g£n6rale que,” while a little above he 
remarks that “ les changements de fronttere causes 
par les vicissitudes des guerres et des conqu&tes 
ont empSchy depuis longtemps et empechent main- 
tenant encore que les noms d’Ethiopie et de 
Habech represented une individuality politique 
precise.’* 


Maps. 

Perthes: This is believed to be founded on 
that of Cecchi and Chiarini. 

Stanford: Mr. Bolton, the compiler of this, 
is believed to have based it on an Italian 
Map, which, however, he was unable to 
produce. 





’"St. illtlude 




It FloraraL "ita ,?' 1 ? 1 "’" 1 Prm ““ 0 Girbolino 


Book," 

Abyssinia it • amon £ tbe dependencies of 

publication it ° f TT* “ 00 Sense an officiaI 
thin !! , natUraIJ ^ «T es no authority for 

Cn ., • V • f the countr *es south of the 
^ataiam ],ne ,s that of independence 

Unquestionably they were at „„„ *• 

j “gated h Shoti lul L/™ “ .f- 

pendence, and at present the ^ 

Menelek. ^ not "V** to 

” f »“<» «»«. 

conjectural. PS app6ar to be P^ely 



. ' 


I 








